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Item No. 05 Court No. 2
BEFORE NATIONAL GREEN TRIBUNAIL
PRINCIPAL BENCH, NEW DELHI

Original Application No. 70/2026

Ashish Singh Applicant

Versus

State of Uttar Pradesh & Ors. Respondents

Date of hearing: 06.02.2026

CORAM: HON’BLE MR. JUSTICE ARUN KUMAR TYAGI, JUDICIAL, MEMBER
HON’BLE DR. AFROZ AHMAD, EXPERT MEMBER

Applicant: Mr. Ashish Singh-Applicant in person (through V.C.).

ORDER

1. Mr. Ashish Singh made the present complaint dated 29.08.2025 to
this Tribunal on Public Grievances Portal, which has been treated and
registered as O.A. No. 70/2026 for exercise of suo moto jurisdiction in view
of law laid down by Hon’ble Supreme Court in Municipal Corporation of

Greater Mumbai vs. Ankita Sinha, {2022) 13 SCC 401.

2. The relevant part of the complaint enumerating grievances of the
applicant is reproduced as follows:-

e KK aansnrvntrersataeusitanesraetnasniearansin, Py

39T T H3T], PRATR G795, TEHT IS & BVl I TariT 7 g
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Y 100 T F Ty &1 81T & & iR wrafers & WarT UHE 724/01-07-
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24 GRT SHT i3 &1 §oe 4 / 9ot 5-3-8 6T avd §3 7 Geawr = (e
RAfT 8 g8 (ST ST AR SR T T 81 59 S FT FaA Foio
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G777 &SI CAgirs YaarR e & gy 81 BRI & T8 0T 5T [ U

g & 8
HT: TePTT THIT G 5 F7 3R grehi7 051 &7 Ber7 OFT 7t oed) 87 7

3. English translation made by the Registry of this Tribunal of the
relevant part of the complaint reads as under:-

“Subject: Regarding informing about the cutting of ancient trees of a
micro-forest in Koharwaliya Gram Panchayat, Kushinagar District,
Uttar Pradesh, and requesting immediate intervention to stop the
Selling.

Sir,

In the Gram Panchayat area, on Gata No. 537, there exists a micro-
forest formed by ancient trees. It contains hundreds of
environmentally significant trees such as peepal, banyan, jamun,
gular, and pakad, whose age is approximately 100 years. Recently,
vide permit letter no. 724 dated 01.07.24 issued by the District
Magistrate's office, the said land has been declared barren
land/ Category 5-3-5 and an order has been issued for re-acquisition
{acquisition) of the land for the construction of a cow protection centre
fgaushala). This order has been issued with reference to Section
59(4)g) of the Uttar Pradesh Revenue Code, 2006, and other
government orders.

In the administrative orders, the land has been described as barren,
whereas in reality an established natural forest {ecosystem) already
exists there. This factual error renders the entire order defective, as a
result of which so many environmentally important trees are to be cut.
This area is the only natural micro-forest of the region and is located
near the historic Bhupsagar Pond. Its destruction in the name of
development would be an irreparable loss. Therefore, it is essential
that the cutting of this forest and the ancient trees be stopped with
immediate effect.”

4. The Applicant has appeared before this Tribunal in person.

5. We have heard submissions made by the Applicant and gone

through the O.A. and documents attached with the same.
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6. The averments made in the O.A. Prima facie raise substantial
questions relating to environment arising out of the implementation of the
enactments specified in Schedule-I to the National Green Tribunal Act,

2010.

7. In view of the facts and circumstances of the case, we consider it
appropriate that a Joint Committee be constituted with direction to verify
the factual position and to suggest appropriate remedial measures and to
send copies of its report to the concerned authorities for taking appropriate
action in accordance with environmental laws/norms applicable to the

activity in question.

8. Accordingly, we constitute a Joint Committee comprising of
representatives of Uttar Pradesh State Pollution Control Board {UPPCB]),
District Magistrate, Kushinagar and Divisional Forest Officer, Kushinagar
and direct the same to meet within two weeks, undertake visits to the site,
look into the grievances of the applicant, associate the applicant and
representative of the concerned project proponent, verify the factual
position and suggest appropriate remedial action by following due course
of law and to submit its report within one month to this Tribunal and send
a copy of the report to the concerned authorities who shall be bound to
take appropriate action in accordance with law and Principles of Natural
Justice by giving opportunity of being heard to the concerned project

proponent and to submit action taken report within next one month.

9. The District Magistrate, Kushinagar will be the nodal agency for
coordination and compliance regarding submission of the report of the
Joint Committee and filing of action taken reports by the concerned

authorities.
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10. Report by the Joint Committee and action taken reports by the
concerned authorities may be filed as directed above before the learned
Registrar General of this Tribunal, who shall be at liberty to place the

matter before the Bench if further orders are considered to be necessary.

11. The District Magistrate, Kushinagar is directed to ensure requisite
compliance and submission of reports within specified period and in case
of non-compliance, exemplary costs may be imposed by this Tribunal on

the District Magistrate, Kushinagar and concerned officers/authorities.
12.  The present original application is disposed of accordingly.

13. However, in the eventuality of the applicant or concerned project
proponent having any grievances against the report of the Joint Committee
or action taken by the concerned authorities, the Applicant or the
concerned project proponent may move this Tribunal by way of appropriate

proceedings for such further orders as may be considered necessary.

14. A copy of this order may be sent to the Member Secretary, Uttar
Pradesh State Pollution Control Board, District Magistrate, Kushinagar
and the Divisional Forest Officer, Kushinagar by email for requisite

compliance.

Arun Kumar Tyagi, JM

Dr. Afroz Ahmad, EM

February 06th, 2026
Original Application No. 70/2026
AB
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